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Trump mob storms Capitol 


PRESIDENT INCITES CROWD TO ACTS OF INSURRECTION, VIOLENCE 


DEMOCRATS WIN GA. RUNOFFS — AND CONTROL OF U.S. SENATE | PAGE A6 
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AMANDA VOISARD FOR THE WASHINGTON POST 


CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: A rioter’s face can be seen through the broken glass door of the House chamber as security agents point their weapons. 
Congressional staff members are evacuated by the Capitol Police after the building was breached. Tear gas is fired at rioters surrounding the Capitol. 
One woman was fatally shot by police during the chaos, and the riots abruptly halted the congressional certification of Joe Biden’s electoral victory. 


To Black Lives Matter activists, 
policing of White rioters was gentle 


BY ROBERT KLEMKO, 
KIMBERLY KINDY, 
KIM BELLWARE 
AND DEREK HAWKINS 


When Chanelle Helm helped 
organize protests after the 
March 13 killing of Breonna Tay- 
lor, Louisville police responded 
with batons, stun grenades and 
tear gas. The 40-year-old Black 
Lives Matter activist still bears 
scars from rubber bullets fired at 
close range. 

So Helm was startled and frus- 
trated Wednesday to see a White, 
pro-Irump mob storm the U.S. 
Capitol — breaking down barri- 
cades, smashing windows and 
striking police officers — without 
obvious consequence. 


“Our activists are still to this 
day met with hyper-police vio- 
lence,” Helm said. “And today you 
see this full-on riot — literally a 
coup — with people toting guns, 
which the police knew was com- 
ing and they just let it happen. I 
don’t understand where the ‘law 
and order’ is. This is what white 
supremacy looks like.” 

Helm and other activists across 
the country who spent much of 
2020 facing off with law enforce- 
ment officers while protesting po- 
lice brutality and racial inequality 
watched with a mixture of out- 
rage and validation as the presi- 
dent’s supporters stormed the 
Capitol building during sessions 
of the House and Senate. 

SEE RIOTERS ON A8 


After mob invades with ease, 
questions about security failures 


BY CAROL D. LEONNIG, 
AARON C. DAVIS, 
DAN LAMOTHE 
AND DAVID A. FAHRENTHOLD 


The storming of the U.S. Capi- 
tol by a mob of President Trump’s 
supporters on Wednesday was a 
disastrous failure of security: In 
a city on high alert, in a building 
with its own 1,700-member po- 
lice department, people forced 
their way into the sanctums of 
American democracy with noth- 
ing more than flagpoles, riot 
shields and shoves. 

Nobody stopped them — and 
some officers were captured on 
videos appearing to stand back 
as rioters streamed inside. 

On Wednesday, while police 


were still struggling to eject the 
last intruders from the Capitol, 
current and former law enforce- 
ment officials said it appeared 
the U.S. Capitol Police and other 
agencies had failed to anticipate 
the size and intentions of the 
crowd that Trump urged to 
march up Pennsylvania Avenue 
to where lawmakers were gath- 
ered. 

On the streets of Washington, 
federal law enforcement agen- 
cies and the National Guard — 
which had been intimidatingly 
visible during protests this sum- 
mer following the death of 
George Floyd — kept a much 
lower profile. 

And atthe Capitol itself, police 

SEE SECURITY ON A10 


BY REBECCA TAN, 
PETER JAMISON, 
MEAGAN FLYNN 

AND JOHN WoopROW Cox 


As President Trump told a 
sprawling crowd outside the 
White House that they should 
never accept defeat, hundreds of 
his supporters stormed the U.S. 
Capitol in what amounted to an 
attempted coup that they hoped 
would overturn the election he 
lost. In the chaos, law enforce- 
ment officials said, one woman 
was shot and killed by police. 

The violent scene — much of it 
incited by the president’s incen- 
diary language — was like no 
other in modern American his- 
tory, bringing to a sudden halt 
the congressional certification of 
Joe Biden’s electoral victory. 

With poles bearing blue 
Trump flags, a mob that would 
eventually grow into the thou- 
sands bashed through Capitol 
doors and windows, forcing their 
way past police officers unpre- 
pared for the onslaught. Law- 
makers were evacuated shortly 
before an armed standoff at the 
House chamber’s entrance. The 
woman who was shot was rushed 
to an ambulance, police said, and 
later died. Canisters of tear gas 
were fired across the Rotunda’s 
white marble floor, and on the 
steps outside the building, riot- 
ers flew Confederate flags. 

“USA! USA!” chanted the 
would-be saboteurs of a 244- 

SEE CAPITOL ON All 


Congress nears 
confirmation 
after chaos 


BY ROSALIND S. 
HELDERMAN, 
KAROUN DEMIRBJIAN, 
SEUNG MIN KIM 
AND JOSH DAWSEY 


Members of Congress, shaken 
and angry following a violent 
assault on the U.S. Capitol by a 
mob of President Trump’s sup- 
porters, moved closer late 
Wednesday to putting a final 
stamp on President-elect Joe 
Biden’s victory and bringing an 
end to a historically turbulent 
post-election period. 

In a show of defiance, House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi said she 
had consulted with House lead- 
ers, the Pentagon, the Justice 
Department and Vice President 
Pence before concluding that 
Congress should move ahead 
with the ceremony interrupted 
earlier in the day by rioters 
provoked to action by Trump at a 
morning rally. 

“Today, a shameful assault 
was made on our democracy. It 

SEE CONGRESS ON A16 


The day American democracy 
was brought to the brink 


BY PHILIP RUCKER 


The “American carnage” that 
Donald Trump vowed to end at 
the dawn of his presidency was 
revived in terrifying, treacherous 
form at its sunset Wednesday, as 
Trump made a fiery last stand 
and incited his supporters to 
storm and sack the U.S. Capitol as 
part of an attempted coup. 

The extraordinary anarchy 
that interrupted the tallying of 
electoral college votes in a joint 
session of Congress brought 
America’s democracy to the 
brink. 

After Trump rallied thousands 
of people outside the White 
House by demanding the results 
be overturned and declaring his 


duly elected successor “an illegiti- 
mate president,” pro-Trump riot- 
ers breached police barricades, 
scaled walls and smashed win- 
dows to enter the Capitol. 

The marauders freely roamed 
the building’s stately halls, some 
carrying Confederate flags. They 
occupied the Senate and House 
chambers and rummaged 
through desks. They vandalized 
the offices of congressional lead- 
ers. They assaulted police and oth- 
er public servants. They trampled 
on the gleaming white platform 
constructed for President-elect 
Joe Biden’s inauguration. One 
tried to replace the U.S. flag flying 
above the balcony with a Trump 
campaign flag. 

SEE TRUMP ON A12 


The Take: Democracy suddenly 
gave way to political anarchy. A13 


A call to arms: After stoking mob, 
Trump cited more falsehoods. A17 


The world watches: Reaction 
ranged from shock to grief. A18 


Critic’s Notebook: A reality that 
will sicken us for generations. C1 
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